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Fellside Community Primary
School

Proud to have served the Whickham Community for over 50 years

Welcome to Fellside Nursery
We are particularly proud of our Nursery at Fellside. An integral part of
our Ofsted ‘outstanding’ school, our Nursery is a happy place where highquality teaching of early education is central to everything we do. Our
committed Early Years staff include experienced and qualified teachers
who ensure that children are given every opportunity to fulfil their
potential in a safe, caring and inspiring environment in which they are
encouraged to gain in confidence, develop curiosity and a love for learning
through play, and nurture new friendships through growth of their social
and emotional skills.
I do hope you will visit us soon.
Kerrie Hood
Head Teacher

We provide an inspiring, caring environment in which
we are all challenged and supported to maximise our
potential.

Patterns of Provision
We offer several patterns of provision to provide flexibility for parents, as
follows:





Mornings (Monday to Friday)
Afternoons (Monday to Friday)
Full days (Monday to Friday)
2.5 days (Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday morning)
 2.5 days (Wednesday afternoon
and Thursday, Friday)

8.30am-11.30am
12.30pm-3.30pm
8.30am-3.30pm*
8.30am-3.30pm (Mon/Tue)
8.30am-11.30am (Wed)
12.30pm-3.30pm (Wed)
8.30am-3.30pm (Thu/Fri)

*Full time provision is offered subject to eligibility based on the government’s 30
hours free early education/childcare initiative for working parents. To check your
eligibility, go to the Childcare Choices website: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

Our Aims and Vision at Fellside
 To provide our children with high quality teaching, leading to children
becoming confident and committed learners who actively equate
learning with effort, progress and learning from mistakes.
 To encourage strong links between home and school and to work in
partnership with parent/carers and other professionals.
 To develop a sense of community by teaching children to respect
themselves and others and by learning collaboratively.
 To encourage our children to challenge themselves and take risks,
enabling them to build the resilience to succeed throughout their lives, and
have high aspirations for their futures.
 To provide a nurturing, secure and inclusive environment helping
children develop their self-esteem.
 To promote and model high standards of behaviour and behaviour for
learning through the development of children’s moral
understanding and social skills, helping them to respond to changes in
life in 21st century Britain.
 To provide a stimulating, creative and appropriate curriculum, helping
our children develop an understanding of the world in which they live,
and curiosity to promote a lifelong love for learning.
 To provide equality of opportunity to enable the development of the
whole child and to celebrate their individuality and uniqueness.

Our Curriculum
At Fellside Nursery we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
curriculum, an important stage in your child’s learning that lays the
foundations for their future. Young children learn most effectively through
a balance of structured adult-led activities and child-initiated play. Our
Nursery staff work as a team to plan for children’s learning in seven key
areas identified within the EYFS framework, ensuring their skills are built
progressively and with consideration of individual children’s needs and
interests.
The seven areas of learning are:
Prime Areas
 Communication and Language
 Physical Development
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Specific Areas





Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Communication and Language
Development
We aim to provide children opportunities to experience
a rich language environment; to develop their
confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to
speak and listen in a range of situations

Physical Development
We provide opportunities for young
children to be active and interactive; and to
develop their co-ordination, control, and
movement. Children are also helped to
understand the importance of physical
activity, and to make healthy choices in
relation to food.

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development
We aim to help children to develop a
positive sense of themselves; to form
relationships and develop respect for
others; to develop social skills and learn
how to manage their feelings; and to
understand appropriate behaviour in
groups and have confidence in their
own abilities.

As a member of the Nursery community,
children learn to work cooperatively as
part of a group or class, and understand
and follow the rules. They adjust their
behaviour to different situations, and
take changes of routine in their stride as
their resilience, independence and
confidence grows.

Literacy
Literacy in the early years includes talking about
books, print in the environment, early mark making
and writing, as well as sharing books and reading. Our
work with children involves early phonics –
encouraging children to link sounds and letters to
begin the foundations of learning to read and write.

Mathematics
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum promotes
opportunities for children to learn to count reliably in
Nursery. The foundations of shape, space and measure
are also delivered by our teaching staff, including the
associated vocabulary.

Understanding the World
At the centre of this area of learning,
we guide children to make sense of
the physical world and their
community. Opportunities are taken
to help them to explore, observe and
find out about people, places,
technology and the environment.

Expressive Arts and
Design
This aspect of the Early Years
curriculum enables children to
explore and play with a wide range
of media and materials, as well as
providing opportunities and
encouragement for sharing their
thoughts, ideas and feelings through
a variety of activities in art, music,
movement, dance, role-play, and
design and technology.

Characteristics of Effective Learning
The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the Prime and Specific Areas of Learning
and Development are all interconnected. Bringing children’s learning together so that
they can make sense of it, is key to our provision at Fellside.
The ways in which your child engages with other people and their environment –
playing and exploring, actively learning, creating, and thinking critically – underpin
learning and development across all areas and support them to become an effective
and motivated learner.

Playing and exploring
Showing curiosity about objects, people and
events is central to this aspect of your child’s
learning. We encourage them to use their senses
to explore the world around them, engaging in
‘open-ended’ activities that they initiate
themselves, sometimes taking a risk as they
engage in new experiences and learn by trial and
error. Imagination is key! Pretending objects are
things from their own experiences, acting these
out and taking a role in their play is actively
encouraged at Fellside.

Active learning
Children demonstrate active learning when engaging
in activities that require them to use their mental
abilities, as well as their physical prowess. Our staff
will guide children to develop a ‘can-do’ attitude when
attempting to do a task, so that they begin to
understand the importance of concentration and
resilience, rarely giving up, even when challenged.
Tapping into children’s interests helps us to stimulate
their motivation.

Creating and thinking critically
We provide children with many opportunities to work
things out on their own or with others, developing their
problem-solving skills. We encourage children to start
asking questions about how things work after they have
observed and absorbed information. Making links to
previous learning, making predictions and testing out
children’s ideas are all fundamental to this aspect of
your child’s development.

Our Nursery Environment
Our Nursery is a vibrant and welcoming place! We offer a wide-variety of
provision both indoors and outdoors to inspire and interest the minds of
our youngest children.
The main Nursery space contains the following provision:







Sand
Water
Interactive whiteboard and iPads
Reading area
Paint and easel
Maths area








Cutting and sticking
Mark making area
Small world
Large construction
Investigation area
Musical instruments/role play

We also offer a soft-play area which offers a wide-range of opportunities to
develop children’s gross-motor control. This same area includes a ‘show
time stage’ – a place for children to dress-up and role-play, or make music
with a wide range of instruments. Dough-discos (which help develop
children’s fine motor control) also take place in this area.

Our outdoor provision has recently undergone some renovation and now
includes the following provision:






Social slide
Climbing wall
Bikes and cars
Mud kitchen
Den building area






Large sand pit
Covered canopy
Amphitheatre
Raised-bed digging areas

Of course, our Nursery is very much part of the school environment and as
such children have access to the school hall for movement and games
sessions. Children in Nursery also have the experience of performing on
the school stage at Christmas in our Nativity (which they perform alongside
children from our Reception class).

Our school grounds are particularly generous and provide ample space for
special events like sports day during the summer and our annual Sponsored
Toddle and teddy bears’ picnic. There are facilities for pond-dipping and
the study of life-cycles in our well-fenced pond area. We are also
developing an area of our grounds as a forest school.

Parents as Partners
We believe in a close partnership between parents and staff as we join you
in educating your child. We want to work closely with you. Good
communication between staff and parents enables us to inform each other
of relevant matters concerning your child. We will inform you about the
activities and learning situations that your child has experienced. Every
child in Nursery has a ‘Learning Journey’ – a special book that charts their
progress throughout their time with us. This provides a record of evidence
of your child’s development, and you are welcome to access this
throughout their Nursery year.
Topic planning is displayed on the noticeboard in the Nursery cloakroom to
inform you about the content of your child’s learning. In addition, we also
hold two parents’ evenings each year when you will be invited to discuss
your child’s progress with Miss Graham, our Nursery class teacher. We do,
however, have an ‘open door’ policy at Fellside so that you may raise any
questions or concerns with us as they arise in order to support both you
and your child in this important year.

Parent Testimonials
We value feedback from parents about the service we provide at Fellside Nursery.
Here are some of the comments we received in response to a survey of parents in
October 2017:
My daughter has settled in very well and enjoys the full range of activities on offer
every day.
I just want to thank everyone that helped my child since their first day at school.
Since he has started he is much happier, independent and knows more words.
The staff at nursery are amazing which has helped my son settle in. They are
approachable and great with the children. They treat them like they are their own. I
couldn't ask for anymore.
I am thrilled with this Nursery and it has exceeded my expectations.
The full-time provision is useful to allow my daughter to become ready for school and
she is learning well already

Admissions Information (2018 entry)
The nursery unit has an agreed admission number of 52 part-time places
(equivalent to 26 full time). Preference will be given to three-year-olds who
would only have the opportunity to benefit from nursery education for one
academic year prior to commencing full-time education.
We will allocate places using our Fellside Nursery Admissions Policy. This
policy can be found on our school website: www.fellsideprimary.co.uk
To apply for a place please complete and return the application form which
is available from school or downloadable from our website.
Applications Forms must be received by 15th January 2018
We will notify you in due course if a place is available for your child. We ask
that you be aware that a place in the Nursery does not guarantee a place in
our Reception class.

Wrap-around Care at Fellside Fun Club (External Provider)
To assist further with your childcare needs, we offer wrap-around care at
Fellside via our ‘Fellside Fun Club’. This is a before/after school provider in
operation from 7.30am until 8.55am and again from 3.15pm to 5.50pm.
Breakfast in the morning and snacks in the afternoon are provided. As we
work in close partnership with them, parents eligible to 30 hours early
education/childcare can use part of this entitlement at Fun Club.
Information packs are available upon request.

Further Questions?
Contact us on 0191 4887486
Email: fellsidecommunityprimaryschool@gateshead.gov.uk
Our website also contains a host of information:
www.fellsideprimary.co.uk
Fellside Community Primary School
Fellside Road, Whickham
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE16 5AY

